European Territorial Cooperation Objective - Mediterranean Programme

Priority axis 1: Strengthening Innovation capacities
Draft Call for Paper 

Background

The Working group for MED strategic projects, composed of experts named by the programme Member states, decided in its first meeting on May 2008 to follow a two-step procedure in order to define the exact contents of the Terms of Reference for strategic projects (foreseen by the end of the year). 

For this reason, the experts have first identified two major themes for the first call for strategic projects. For each of these themes, the National Coordination of Operational Programme MED in each Member state organizes a workshop for target groups and important stakeholders. 

The present call for papers is focused on topics covered by priority axis 1 -  Strengthening innovation capacities, and in particular the following Objective:
objective 1.2 – Strengthening strategic cooperation between economic development actors and public authorities
The workshop is intended as an occasion to identify, discuss and share common strategies/policies/initiatives promoted by public administrations, development agencies, research centres and consortiums/clusters, and to identify the most relevant ones and those requiring coordination at transnational level. The results of the workshop will be used as an orientation to the Terms of Reference for strategic projects under this objective.
To this end, the National Coordination is inviting relevant actors acting in the fields defined by above mentioned programme objectives to submit a contribution. 

Aims of the workshop

· To identify main Mediterranean challenges for economic development; and priority transnational actions to enhance economy through fostering innovation
· To foster the involvement of national and transnational networks on the above mentioned topic
· To identify the level of integration between the OP MED and European, national and regional programmes
Reference documents/strategies at European level:

· Lisbon Agenda 
· Community strategic guidelines on cohesion (2006/702/EC)
· ‘Putting knowledge into practice: A broad-based innovation strategy for the EU’ adopted on 13.09.2006 (COM(2006)502)
· More Research and Innovation - Investing for Growth and Employment: A Common Approach’ (COM(2005)0488).
· …………

Reference documents/strategies at national/regional level:

· National Strategic Reference Framework

· ERDF Regional Operational Programmes 

· Sectoral Plans/programmes  

· ………………….

· ……

Themes

A non exhaustive list of topics connected to innovation and defined by the Working group is listed below, in order to orientate the presentation of papers

- Promoting competitiveness of the eligible Mediterranean area through public-private cooperation
· Innovation capacity in business

· Reinforcing the international dimension of the SME’s

· Modernising and adapting traditional sectors of economy (tourism, agriculture)…

· Creating transnational structures that promote cooperation between business sector and public authorities

· Innovative use of new technologies (in accessibility, in SME’s, in new transnational structures..)

· New economies: enterprises of eco-innovation, social economy  etc

Eligible administrations

The present call for papers is addressed to 

· national and regional development agencies 
· research centres 

· Universities

· Clusters

· Regions, Provinces, Municipalities and their associations 

· Agencies with institutional competences in the above mentioned fields of interventions 

Presentation of papers
Papers should include: 
· description of the problem/challenge identified at the Mediterranean scale 

· state of the art: existing initiatives and networks 

· identification of the contribution that a transnational action within the Med programme  can promote innovation policies
· characteristics of the partnership to be built up for the actions identified 

· description of interventions to be put in action at transnational level 

· description of links between transnational actions and local/regional strategies/policies 

· description of output and results

The National Committee will select the papers that demonstrate a higher level of contribution to the challenges identified for the Med areas and a genuine transnational approach. The papers selected will be presented and discussed during the workshop. 

Deadline for contributions:

Address and procedure for submission of contributions:
