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MAINTAINING CULTURAL LANDSCAPES

HARNESSING THEIR POTENTIAL AND RAISING AWARENESS OF THEIR VALUES

VITAL LANDSCAPES is a joint initiative by eight
project partners from seven countries with the
common aim of promoting the sustainable devel-
opment of cultural landscapes in Central and East-
ern Europe. The project, which runs until March
2013, is financed largely by the European Regional
Development Fund (ERDF) as part of the CEN-
TRAL EUROPE programme (www.central2013.eu).

The many, diverse, centuries-old landscapes in
Central Europe are an important part of our com-
mon natural and cultural heritage. They are essen-
tial for regional identity and quality of life and are
the basis for all manner of agricultural activities.
Today more than ever, however, landscapes are
threatened by insensitive developments. Regional
actors are only rarely involved in the development
of ‘their’ landscape. All too often there is a lack of
awareness of the value of an intact cultural land-
scape. The idea of VITAL LANDSCAPES was born
out of a desire to remedy such deficits.

A core aspect of the project is the development and
evaluation of innovative techniques for visualising
and moderating changes to the landscapes through
pilot projects implemented in conjunction with re-
gional networks of actors from local economy, nature
conservation and cultural heritage. Intensive com-
munication between the project partners and the ac-
tive inclusion of the local population will ensure that
project activities are qualitative and sustainable.

In our quarterly newsletters, we will keep you in-

formed of the progress of the project. In this first is-

sue you will find the following:

e A review of past project activities and an outlook
of project activities to come (page 2),

o A profile of the lead partner (page 3),

o Further related information from the context of the
project (page 3), and

e An overview of relevant data (page 4).

We hope you enjoy our first newsletter!
Jorn Freyer & Burkhardt Kolbmudller (coordinators)




VITAL LANDSCAPES PROJECT SETS SAIL
KICK-OFF CONFERENCE & EXCURSION IN SAXONY-ANHALT

The kick-off conference on 20-21
May 2010 in Magdeburg, Germany,
marked the official start of the VI-
TAL LANDSCAPES project. The
partner institutes presented their
joint aims and planned measures to
70 or so guests from Germany and
abroad. The programme and
presentations can be downloaded
from the project website: www.vital-

landscapes.eu.

In the final session, the project
partners discussed and agreed the
next steps for realising the project.
The two-day meeting concluded
with an excursion to the pilot region
in the Lower Saale Valley. This is
the focal region for project-relevant
activities by the Land Company
Saxony-Anhalt (PP1) and the Cul-
tural Heritage Association Saxony-
Anhalt (PP2).

Project partners exploring the Lower
Saale Valley pilot region by boat
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scape (for example GIS databases,
3D animations, participative modera-
tion as per Agenda21). On the
1 July 2010, the work group, consist-
ing of representatives from all eight
partner institutes, met to examine
existing approaches and discuss
their future implementation. A core
aspect was the establishment of
common definitions for key terms
and the elaboration of criteria for
evaluating the success or failure of
already implemented projects and
processes in landscape and regional
development. A résumé and protocol
is available online from www.vital-

landscapes.eu.
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Brainstorming on how to evaluate
already implemented projects




PROJECT PARTNERS IN PROFILE

PROFILE: PP1 — LAND COMPANY SAXONY-ANHALT

The Land Company Saxony-Anhalt,
LGSA, as the lead partner, is re-
sponsible for the overall coordination
and financial management of the
VITAL LANDSCAPES project.

As a non-profit settlement company
for the development of rural areas in
Saxony-Anhalt, the organisation
aims to preserve and strengthen
such regions as residential, working
and living environments. To this end,
some 100 members of staff prepare
and implement a variety of different
projects and take on specialist plan-
ning, engineering design and archi-
tectural services. (www.lgsa.de).

In addition to the overall project
management, the LGSA also con-
tributes to the VITAL LANDSCAPES
project. The pilot project focuses on
the identification of suitable areas for
compensation measures in the Low-
er Saale Valley Nature Park. The

intention is to coordinate investor’s
compensation measures in dimen-
sions and areas appropriate for na-
ture conservation. An initial informa-
tive meeting took place on 15 June
2010 in Bernburg.

For the future progress of the pro-
ject, the LGSA places particular em-
phasis on the inclusion of regional
experts and residents: in Septem-
ber 2010 a specially-created steer-
ing committee will meet for the first
time. The intention is that project
ideas will then be developed (fur-
ther) in regional task groups.

For further information on VITAL
LANDSCAPES and the pilot project,
please contact the following persons
at the LGSA: Jorn Freyer, managing
coordinator, Tel: +49 391 73 61 730,
freyer.j@lgsa.de & Ines Pozimski,
pilot project, Tel: +49 391 73 61 747,
pozimski.i@lgsa.de.

Realized Ecopool project: The Aller river near Wefensleben, Saxony-Anhalt, before
and after re-routing to its natural riverbed (2008/2010)




VITAL LANDSCAPES IN BRIEF

WHO WE ARE AND WHAT WE DO

. The project partners on location in the Lower Saale Valley ’ \
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Work topics and project framework

Exemplary :
implementation of pilot prvojects
| Transnational interaction |
Innovative Innovative
visualization of integration of | Regional networks |
landscape regional
changes stakeholders and | | Awareness raising |
citizens
| Study and press tours |
I Project management and communication |

Duration 01/04/2010 - 31/03/2013; Budget 2.11 Mio. EUR (thereof 80 % ERDF)
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Distribution of the project
partners in CENTRAL EUROPE




