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Dear Readers,
TRANSITECTS – Transalpine Transport Architects – is a European
project aiming at the improvement of intermodal freight transports
across the Alps. A partnership of 16 public institutions in and be-
yond the Alpine Space creates sustainable solutions that enhance
the railway network’s attractiveness and accessibility and that fit
changing markets. Innovative combined transport services and inter-
modal products are intended to support the shift from road to rail re-
lated transport and thus to contribute to an environmentally friendly
transport development.

After one and a half year of project work, first concepts for transal-
pine railway freight traffic and intermodal nodes are available. This
newsletter gives an overview about the different ideas and briefly
presents the diverse approaches. You can find information about the
status of planned accompanied and unaccompanied combined
transport services, which connect the different project regions in Ger-
many, Austria, Italy and Slovenia and their relevant terminals and
ports. So far, basic analyses have been carried out, several routings
are already fixed, important contacts are established and first ope-
rators found. For some of the planned connections potential savings
of transport related emissions have already been calculated via the
application of a specific environmental model. Furthermore, interim
results concerning the analysis of intermodal hubs, like the handling
centre in Villach-Fürnitz (Austria), or important Alpine passes, like the
Brenner axis, are available.

If you are interested in getting more details about the different 
issues, you can get in touch with the named contact persons or visit
us during the fair “transport logistic 2011” in Munich – either at the
TRANSITECTS fair stand or at our midterm-conference. We are loo-
king forward to discussing with you.

Enjoy reading!
Your TRANSITECTS project team



For the development of an unaccompanied com-
bined transport system between Lombardy and
Baden-Wuerttemberg the project partners Lom-
bardy Region, Stuttgart Region Economic Deve-
lopment Corporation and Regional Association
Donau-Iller are cooperating intensively.

The logistic system of Lombardy accounts for more
than 18,000 enterprises, 120,000 employees
and more than 10 billion Euro of turnover. Lom-
bardy is one of the European key regions for inter-
modal transport. More than 30 percent of Italian
intermodal traffic is managed by the 15 terminals 
operating in Lombardy, with a total throughput of
more than one million TEU (Twenty-foot Equivalent
Unit) per year. Lombardy is the hub between two
priority axes of the Trans European Transport Net-
work (TEN-T): “Lisbon-Kiev” and “Genoa-Rotter-
dam”. Furthermore, the region is the natural gate-
way between Ligurian ports and the regions
across the Alps.

The logistics sector with annual sales of 33 bil-
lion Euro in Baden-Wuerttemberg and 20.5 bil-
lion Euro in Bavaria is the most important in Ger-
many and is also major on the axis between
Stuttgart, Ulm and Augsburg. This trans-boundary
Swabian Logistics Corridor measures a remar-
kable logistics focus in Southern Germany. It has
long-lasting trade connections with northern Ita-
lian regions, especially with Lombardy and its
centres Milan, Bergamo and Brescia.

The aim of the project partners involved in TRANSI-
TECTS is to promote intermodal transport through-
out Lombardian and southern German enterprises,
in particular SMEs, which are not the usual cus-
tomers of intermodal services. Additionally, a mitiga-
tion of transport emissions in the regions is targeted.

One main objective within this activity is the intro-
duction of the Ligurian Ports System as a transport
alternative to North Sea ports. For worldwide ex-

port and import with source and destination in
Southern Germany the transport usually is ma-
naged through German and Dutch ports. As these
ports are awaiting tremendous growths in con-
tainer handling until the year 2025 (Ø+158%),
their handling capacities will be exhausted soon.
In middle-term the logistics sector has to explore
new ways. Therefore it is important to inform about
alternatives, early. The Ligurian ports of Genoa,
Savona and La Spezia have a lot of free capaci-
ties and all of them are planning considerable en-
largements, particularly in container handling and
storage. 

So far, the activities have been concentrated on
the development of an unaccompanied inter-
modal connection between Baden-Wuerttemberg
(Ulm/Stuttgart/Mannheim) and a terminal in
Lombardy. Lombardy Region has chosen Mor-
tara terminal as the key terminal for the pilot con-
nection. The newest Lombardian terminal has a
potential capacity of nine train pairs per day and
150,000 ILU (Intermodal Loading Unit) per year,
transhipped through its three to 700 meter long
operational tracks. In Baden-Wuerttemberg the
intermodal terminal in Ulm is favoured. With its
two gantry cranes it offers four craneable 700
meter tracks and a capacity of about 100,000
ILU per year. There are connections to Cologne,
Hamburg, Bremerhaven and Trieste. A large con-
tainer storage area is located alongside.

Mortara ensures the connection to Ligurian ports
through a shuttle service (four to five train pairs
per week) to Vado Reefer terminal in Savona port
area. The goal is to ensure a reliable and fast
connection from Ligurian ports to Germany. The
lead time will allow the availability of containers
and swap bodies in Baden-Wuerttemberg in less
than 24 hours after the departure in Savona.

The TRANSITECTS project partners Lombardy Re-
gion, Stuttgart Region Economic Development
Corporation and Regional Association Donau-
Iller are currently surveying, in cooperation with
TIMO (managing company of Mortara terminal),
the potential demand for the service, the opera-
tional features, and the business plan. For the
greater region of Ulm a potential of 24 Full Truck
Loads shiftable to intermodal rail transport be-
tween Lombardy and Baden-Wuerttemberg has
already been detected.

Transalpine transports between South Germany 
and Northern Italy down to Ligurian ports

2

Contact

Hannes Sichert
Regionalverband Donau-Iller
(Regional Association Donau-Iller)
Schwambergerstr. 35
89073 Ulm | Germany
Tel.: +49 (0) 731 1760814 
E-Mail: hannes.sichert@rvdi.de

Carlo Vaghi
Università Commerciale 
„L. Bocconi“ I CERTET | Centro di
Ricerca di Economia Regionale
dei Trasporti e del Turismo
(Bocconi University | Centre of 
Research on Regional, Transport
and Tourism Economics)
Via Roentgen, 1 
20136 Milano | Italy
Tel.: +39 335 5374652
E-Mail: carlo.vaghi@unibocconi.it

Combined transports between Baden-
Wuerttemberg and Lombardy

Port of GenoaTerminal Ulm
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On Wednesday, 23 March 2011 the Ligurian
ports presented themselves to Baden-Wuerttem-
berg’s economy. The Italian delegation was 
welcomed by the State Secretary for Economic
Affairs Richard Drautz at the House of Economy
in Stuttgart. They presented environmental and
economic opportunities for traffic to North Africa
and through the Suez Canal to industry represen-
tatives from the region. 

The managers of the Ligurian ports had come to
Germany at the initiative of the project TRANSI-
TECTS in order to present their ports with freight
forwarders and shippers in Stuttgart. The EU pro-
ject TRANSITECTS aims at connecting Baden-
Wuerttemberg to the southern and especially to
the Mediterranean ports and elaborates – in
close cooperation with interested enterprises –
ideas for transport chains across the Alps. The
main focus is on container traffic. Of course it is
important in this context to learn about the ports,
the terminal operators and the suppliers of inter-
modal transport. This is why delegation journeys
are made to interesting destinations.

A southern German delegation tied first contacts
to the ports in November 2010, after they had
visited the three ports of Genoa, Savona and La

Spezia. These ports are plugged into global net-
works of container lines. The big shipping com-
panies maintain direct links from these ports to all
major ports in the world. However, these services
are not used by our region, although these ports
are not further away than the North Sea ports.
The Alps as well as national and language bor-
ders are obstacles that lead to import and export
goods usually taking the route over the North
Sea ports and around Western Europe. Conse-
quently, it takes three to five more days on the
way to East Asia than necessary. This also leads
to higher pollution.

The management of the ports discussed with
about one hundred industry representatives from
Baden-Wuerttemberg and the State Secretary for
Economic Affairs Richard Drautz. In the focus was
the question how this could be changed and
what conditions must be created from a German
point of view. The event was organised by the
Stuttgart Region Economic Development Corpo-
ration, the Italian Chamber of Commerce in Mu-
nich and the State of Baden-Wuerttemberg.

Presentation of the Ligurian ports in Stuttgart

The project scope and goals were presented in a
public workshop held in Mortara (Lombardy) on
1 April 2011. The successful event ”Interporto di
Mortara – Pilot gateway between Europe and Li-
gurian Sea”, organised by Lombardy Region 
within TRANSITECTS activities, was attended by
more than 100 people, with the presence of na-
tional and regional authorities, including the Re-
gional Councilor Stefano Maullu, the Chairman
of Savona Port Authority Rino Canavese, Mr Hol-
ger Bach from Stuttgart Region Economic Deve-
lopment Cooperation and many other transport
and logistics stakeholders.

Mortara Terminal Managing Director Davide
Muzio enlightened the role of Mortara, the newest
terminal in Lombardy, as a fundamental gateway
in the development of intermodal transport bet-
ween Ligurian ports, the Lombardian industrial and
consumer area and Southern Germany.

After the plenary session, TRANSITECTS pilot ac-
tions were introduced by the project manager
Carlo Vaghi in a ”demand-supply matching round
table”, where selected industries, intermodal ope-
rators as well as railway and shipping companies
discussed about the feasibility of establishing a
shuttle service between the Port of Savona and
Mortara (now operational!) and between Mor-
tara and Ulm/Stuttgart.

TRANSITECTS in Lombardy at Mortara terminal

Contact

Holger Bach
Wirtschaftsförderung Region 
Stuttgart GmbH
(Stuttgart Region Economic 
Development Corporation)
Friedrichstraße 10
70174 Stuttgart | Germany
Tel.: +49 (0) 711 2283559
E-Mail: holger.bach
@region-stuttgart.de

Port of Genoa
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Conference in Stuttgart

Contact

Carlo Vaghi
Università Commerciale 
„L. Bocconi“ I CERTET | Centro di
Ricerca di Economia Regionale
dei Trasporti e del Turismo
(Bocconi University | Centre of 
Research on Regional, Transport
and Tourism Economics)
Via Roentgen, 1 
20136 Milano | Italy
Tel.: +39 335 5374652
E-Mail: carlo.vaghi@unibocconi.it

© “Il Ticino”, Daniela Scherrer © “Il Ticino”, Daniela Scherrer

Workshop at Mortara terminal



Transalpine transports to and from 
Adriatic ports/Northern Italy
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Contact

Michael Kortz 
Gemeinsame Landesplanungs-
abteilung Berlin-Brandenburg
(Joint State Planning Department
of Berlin-Brandenburg) 
Lindenstraße 34a
14467 Potsdam | Germany
Tel.: +49 (0) 331 8668721
E-Mail: michael.kortz
@gl.brandenburg.de

Torsten Wolter
IPG Infrastruktur- und Projektent-
wicklungsgesellschaft mbH
(Company for the Development of
Infrastructure and Related Projects
Ltd.)
Burgstraße 30
14467 Potsdam | Germany
Tel.: +49 (0) 331 2008433
E-Mail: wolter@ipg-potsdam.de

The Alpine space is similarly transit region and
barrier in the transport network of the European
Union. The traffic flows concern many countries
and regions – the environmental impacts as well
as capacity constraints are common problems, 
affording transnational solutions. Therefore, the
Joint State Planning Department of Berlin-Bran-
denburg collaborates with the TRANSITECTS
partners on studies and concepts supporting sus-
tainable transports and spatial development.

As, from the view of the metropolitan region Ber-
lin-Brandenburg, the Baltic-Adriatic Development
Corridor has a high priority within the Trans Euro-
pean Transport Network (TEN-T), it builds a focus
respectively an important background for the 
project partner’s activities carried out in TRANSI-
TECTS. In this sense, the Joint State Planning 
Department of Berlin-Brandenburg supports close
linkages with relevant corridor initiatives. Espe-
cially the cooperation with the INTERREG IV B
projects SCANDRIA (Scandinavian-Adriatic-
Development-Axis) – and SoNorA (South-North-
Axis) plays an important role. Furthermore, di-
verse activities aim at generating environmentally
friendly transports from Scandinavia to the Adria-
tic Sea – especially by advancing combined

transports. Several railway lines from North to
South connect the Baltic Sea Region via Berlin-
Brandenburg with the Adriatic region and ports.
The aim is to transport cargo on short, innovative
and resource efficient routes, intermodal nodes
and sustainable networks.

Intending to use the existing north-south railway
network efficiently, limited capacities of the tradi-
tional cross Alpine routes (Brenner line and Tau-
ern axis) have to be overcome. Analyses there-
fore investigate further alternative routes via East
Austria, West Hungary, as well as via Slovenia
to Adriatic ports and compare challenges and re-
sults. Furthermore, an evaluation of transport re-
quests will show potentials for new or improved
combined transport services as well as block
trains on north-south relations. It will be important
to offer these services not only for container trans-
ports but also for other kinds of cargo and to
allow direct access to metropolitan regions.

Until now, the possibilities of alternative modes of
transport are not used sufficiently. Rail-bound so-
lutions for cargo transports are very promising.
The pilot projects will help to raise awareness and
to improve their usability and sustainability.

From Berlin-Brandenburg to the Adriatic Sea: 
investigations on north-south relations

Contact

Responsible project partner:
Regionalverband Donau-Iller
(Regional Association Donau-Iller)
www.rvdi.de

Contact person:
Karl Fischer
LKZ Prien GmbH
Joseph-von-Fraunhofer-Str. 9
83209 Prien am Chiemsee
Germany
Tel.: +49 (0) 8051 901101
E-Mail: info@lkzprien.de

A new attractive RoLa connection from Bavaria
to North Italy should be developed and prepa-
red to achieve a traffic shift from road to rail. For
the shifting of goods to rail the potential of repla-
ceable capacities for a RoLa must be recorded. In
a market analysis relevant good flows between
the economic zones Swabia and North Italy as
source and target area will be investigated.

In order to find suitable infrastructure conditions for
a terminal within the target area, the basic require-
ments for a RoLa have been defined; e.g. a mini-
mum track length of 500 to 600 meters, sufficient
shunting and parking areas and a good accessibi-
lity to the road infrastructure. After evaluating diffe-
rent infrastructures in Bavaria, a convenient area
was found in Landsberg am Lech, Germany. The
existing operational infrastructure shall be fully 
extended for a RoLa service. A daily RoLa to and

from Italy is planned. In Italy the terminal Trento is
defined as the source and target terminal. 

The catchment area in Bavaria and Italy is sett-
led and divided into three sections: a circle of 50
kilometers around the terminals, a secondary
catchment area of 225 kilometers and a tertiary
catchment area of 450 kilometers. Within one
day a round trip should be possible by a distance
of 225 kilometers. 

In the next steps the operational concept with 
timetable, prices etc. will be finalised and a test
train is planned in September. Due to a high po-
tential amount of replaceable goods, the new
RoLa connection could be a very good alterna-
tive to the road transport for forwarders, hauliers
and loading agencies in the regions Baden-
Wuerttemberg/Bavaria and North Italy. 

Long distance Rolling Highway (RoLa) from 
Bavaria to North Italy 

© GL/IPG

Catchment area RoLa

State of rail service concept

© LKZ Prien GmbH
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A market analysis of freight flows between Lom-
bardy and Southern Germany has enlightened
that the modal split of freight transport is extre-
mely in favour to the road. Therefore, pilot actions
carried out in TRANSITECTS aim to reduce road
related freight transports and to mitigate their ne-
gative effects. By developing new attractive ac-
companied combined transport products, the
modal shift to the railway system will be fostered.
Furthermore, the modal integration among road,
rail and waterways will be enhanced. Stable dis-
cussion panels between terminal and logistic ope-
rators will help to improve the integration of sea
port and inland intermodal terminals.

Currently, the partners are analysing connections
between Lombardy Region and Bavaria respecti-
vely Baden-Wuerttemberg. Based on these ana-
lyses, possible origin respectively destination ter-
minals are at the moment considered to be
located in Ospitaletto (Brescia), Mantova, Cre-
mona and Brescia, as far as it concerns the sout-
hern part of the connections. Routings through the
Brenner (towards Bavaria and Austria) as well as

through Switzerland (towards Baden-Wuerttem-
berg) are investigated. 

Build upon a thorough analysis of the transalpine
transport demand as well as on a complete sur-
vey of infrastructure and services in the involved
territories, possible routings of new rail services
will be defined in detail. Additional market re-
search – e.g. dialogues with companies and as-
sociations – will help to evaluate the different 
alternatives and to estimate their expectable po-
tential. Finally, for the most promising business
cases, railway operators and terminals will be
contacted. Commonly, business plans for the im-
plementation of new accompanied combined
transport trains will be developed. 

ALOT, the Agency of East Lombardy for Transports
and Logistics (in-house entity of the Provinces of
Bergamo, Brescia, Cremona and Mantova) leads
the work package on accompanied combined
transport solutions. Additional expertise of Gruppo
CLAS is involved and a close cooperation with
other project partners is implemented.

Accompanied combined transport connections
between South Germany and Northern Italy

Contact

Guido Piccoli
A.L.O.T. s.c.a r.l. 
Agenzia della Lombardia Orien-
tale per i Trasporti e la Logistica
(Agency of East Lombardy for
Transports and Logistics)
Via Cipro, 16 
25124 Brescia | Italy
Tel.: +39 030 2477956
E-Mail: guido.piccoli@alot.it 

As transit traffic in Tyrol constantly rises, the Aus-
trian Federal Ministry for Transport, Innovation
and Technology (bmvit), Department Combined
Transport and the Governmental Office of the
Land of Tyrol, Department of traffic engineering,
decided to become partner in the EU project
TRANSITECTS and to deal in this context with the
shift of goods from road to rail on the Brenner
axis. The two partners focus on the acceptance of
political measures to promote modal shift and the
possibilities to initiate new combined transport ser-
vices on Brenner/Arlberg.

Therefore, as a first step, the Institute of Transport
Economy and Logistics of the Vienna University
of Economics and Business has been commissio-
ned with a “Feasibility study and economical eva-
luation of goods-specific, political measures to
shift traffic from road to rail”. This study contains
comprehensive quantitative and qualitative sur-
veys of loaders and shippers as well as an ana-

lysis of CAFT-data 2009 and a comparison of
CAFT-data 2004 to 2009 ( CAFT=Cross Alpine
Freight Transport).

As a result of the ongoing study, several propo-
sals for new accompanied or unaccompanied
combined transport trains on the Brenner-axis shall
be developed. One of them is for example the
idea of a possible future unaccompanied combi-
ned transport train between Munich Riem and Bo-
logna Interporto. According to the data-analysis
and the survey, these terminals have an optimal
geographical location and are both ideally linked
to important transport connections. Therefore the
offer between those terminals should be extended.

The next steps to be taken by the partners bmvit
and Land of Tyrol are the finalisation of the study
and the final elaboration of concepts for possible
pilot trains in close cooperation with operators
and relevant stakeholders.

In focus: the Brenner axis Contact

Julia Elsinger
Bundesministerium für Verkehr, 
Innovation und Technologie | 
Abteilung Kombinierter Verkehr
(Federal Ministry for Transport, 
Innovation and Technology | 
Department Combined Transport)
Radetzkystraße 2
1030 Wien | Austria 
Tel.: +43 (0) 1 71162651214
E-Mail: julia.elsinger@bmvit.gv.at

Ulrike Umshaus
Amt der Tiroler Landesregierung |
Abteilung Verkehrsplanung
(Governmental Office of the Land
of Tyrol | Department of traffic 
engineering)
Eduard-Wallnöfer-Platz 3
6020 Innsbruck | Austria
Tel: +43 (0) 512 5084095
E-Mail: ulrike.umshaus@tirol.gv.at

© Matthias Wagner

© Veneto Region



Freight train connections between 
Northern Italy and Eastern Europe
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Contact

Massimiliano Angelotti
Regione Autonoma Friuli Venezia
Giulia | Direzione centrale infra-
strutture, mobilità, pianificazione
territoriale e lavori pubblici
(Autonomous Region of Friuli Ve-
nezia Giulia | Central Directorate
for infrastructure, mobility, spatial
planning and public works)
Via Giulia 75/1
34126 Trieste | Italy
Tel.: +39 040 3774720
E-Mail: massimiliano.angelotti
@regione.fvg.it

At the latest since EU’s eastern enlargement in
2004 the northeast of Italy functions as a gateway
to access the growing potential of Eastern Euro-
pean markets. The region, its ports and terminals
moved closer to the geographic centre of Europe.
Today it already is an important origin, transit and
destination region for north-south but as well for
west-east directed transports and this function is ex-
pected to grow in the future. To limit negative ef-
fects of high traffic volumes, green transport solu-
tions play an important role for the region.

To enhance the competitiveness of rail related in-
termodal transports in and beyond the region and
to overcome with existing obstacles, the adminis-
tration of the region Friuli Venezia Giulia uses the
project TRANSITECTS to carry out a structural
analysis which will reveal weaknesses and threats
of the railway system. The analysis will identify
bottlenecks and critical sections of the regional
railway infrastructure. Furthermore, it will indicate
characteristics of the rolling stock and its (limited)
compatibility with railway networks in other EU
Member States. Thus, it will show structural pro-
blems related to performance, capacity and tech-
nical characteristics of the existing railway system.
Another focus of the analysis will be set on the im-
plementation status of EU Directives on full inter-
operability of railway links. Related legislation pro-
cesses in the involved Member States as well as
their effects – e.g. in the form of adopted applica-
tion regulations – will be investigated. Last but not
least, the different national pricing systems for the
use of railway infrastructures and intermodal hand-
ling centres are compared and evaluated. 

The results of the analysis will contribute to pro-
mote the development and qualitative improve-

ment of intermodal transport infrastructures in
Central and Eastern Europe. Besides, it will iden-
tify potentials for the harmonisation of legal regu-
lations regarding the interoperability of railway
systems and thus help to enhance the transnatio-
nal accessibility of the European railway network.
Finally, it builds a basis for the development of a
reference model, showing a suitable pricing sys-
tem approach for rail related infrastructures –
pointing out also the necessary support from pub-
lic authorities.

Apart from the analysis, concrete pilot projects
will help to improve intermodal rail transports
from and to Italy’s northeast. Unaccompanied as
well as accompanied combined transports will
be investigated. Geographically, the activities will
focus on the link between Pordenone/Cervi-
gnano/Trieste (Italy) and Ljubljana (Slovenia)
and thus on a main part of the connection bet-
ween Friuli Venezia Giulia further on to Eastern
Europe (Budapest/Bratislava).

The described actions carried out by the adminis-
tration of Friuli Venezia Giulia flank political and
strategic objectives of the region – mostly related
to the further development of the Trans European
Transport Network (TEN-T). They aim to support,
enlarge and link the TEN-T priority projects 6 (Lyon
– Budapest) and 23 (Gdansk – Vienna) and to
bring forward related infrastructure projects. Con-
cretely, the already existing agreement between
Slovenia and Italy about the new railway line bet-
ween Trieste and Divaca shall be practically im-
plemented. Furthermore, the connection between
Klagenfurt, Udine and Trieste shall extend the
“Baltic Adriatic Axis” and help to improve railway
relations between Italy, Austria and Germany. 

Intermodal transports from and to Italy’s 
northeast

© Matthias Wagner

© Matthias Wagner

© Matthias Wagner

In the regional system freight logistic nodes con-
stitute a highly distinctive element of logistics pro-
cesses as well as fundamental drivers for achie-
ving goals as intermodality and modal shift. An
analysis carried out within TRANSITECTS by Ve-
neto Region therefore aims to assess the poten-
tial and dynamics of central nodes in the region

and to promote their interconnectedness and 
further integration into a Europe-wide network. 

The assessment of development potentials is not
only limited to the consideration of infrastructural
endowment and accessibility, but also implies the
exploitation of economic opportunities. In this pur-

Verona and Rovigo: nodes in the logistic 
system of Veneto Region

Contact

Riccardo Maratini
Regione del Veneto
(Veneto Region)
Calle Priuli | Cannaregio, 99
30121 Venezia | Italy
Tel.: +39 041 2792544
E-Mail: riccardo.maratini
@regione.veneto.it 

v
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Premium-Dry-Port concept for Villach-Fürnitz

Intermodal hubs 
in the Alpine Space

© Fraunhofer IML

© www.portsofnapa.com

© kagis

Dry Port

Villach-

Fürnitz

NAPA Ports

Baltic-Adriatic-Axis

A Premium-Dry-Port concept, which includes the
Northern Adriatic Seaports Koper, Ravenna, Ri-
jeka, Trieste and Venice (members of NAPA
“North Adriatic Ports Association”) was develo-
ped for the location Villach-Fürnitz within the pro-
ject TRANSITECTS.

The NAPA-Seaports appreciate the location of
Villach-Fürnitz because of its geographical posi-
tion. A Premium-Dry-Port could offer to the NAPA-
Seaports a location for bundling their activities
and thereby for achieving synergies and provi-
ding more attractive offers to their customers. By
channelisation of container traffic, further econo-
mic railway services from Villach-Fürnitz could
soon be developed. That’s why Villach-Fürnitz has
the potential to position itself as a clearinghouse
for the eastern arc of the Alps. 

Two important axes of the Trans European Trans-
port Network (TEN-T) intersect in Villach-Fürnitz.
Even now Villach-Fürnitz is an important logistical

node for transalpine traffic, since it has an optimal
infrastructure and is connected to the TEN-T net-
work.

An expansion of the terminal Villach-Fürnitz to a
Premium-Dry-Port sustainably increases the impor-
tance of the region. The NAPA-Seaports are al-
ready interested in Villach-Fürnitz as a hinterland
Dry-Port, since they expect a continuous increase
of stock turnover by deliveries from Far East. The-
refore, the ports will achieve their limit of space
capacity. In order not to endanger the expected
economic revival, the overloaded seaports se-
arch for concepts which enable an addition of
capacity. Dry-Ports provide this additional capa-
city.

Villach-Fürnitz could take this chance and seize
the interest of the NAPA-Seaports for the develop-
ment of the location, which has already been plan-
ned for years. By implementing a shared Premium-
Dry-Port for all NAPA-Seaports, Villach-Fürnitz
distinguishes from other hinterland terminals and
exclusive Dry-Ports in the region. The synergies ge-
nerated by a shared Premium-Dry-Port give the
NAPA-Seaports incentive to invest in the location,
which strengthens Villach region economically.
The operational implementation of the Premium-
Dry-Port concept could be initiated by a “Letter-of-
intent” between the NAPA-Seaports and the „Pre-
mium-Dry-Port Villach-Fürnitz“.

Bulk loading in Rovigo

Combined Transport Terminal 
in Verona

© Veneto Region

© Interporto di Rovigo

Contact

Responsible project partner:
Amt der Kärntner Landesregie-
rung | Abteilung Wirtschaftsrecht
und Infrastruktur
(Government of Carinthia |
Department of ecomomic law 
and infrastructure)
www.ktn.gv.at

Contact person:
Karl Fischer
LKZ Prien GmbH
Joseph-von-Fraunhofer-Str. 9
83209 Prien am Chiemsee
Germany
Tel.: +49 (0) 8051 901101
E-Mail: info@lkzprien.de

pose, the involvement of the Association of Cham-
ber of Commerce of Veneto Region (Eurospor-
tello – Unioncamere Veneto) plays a key role.
Thanks to its institutional role, Eurosportello builds
a bridge between the economic and the public
sector and provides the respective and necessary
knowledge and experiences. 

Veneto Region is industrially shaped and charac-
terized by a dynamic production system. The re-
gion is situated at the crossroads of transnational
transport axes and holds a port system that plays
a gateway role towards the Mediterranean area
and the Far East. The analysis, in this first phase,
has been specifically concentrated on the nodes
of Verona and Rovigo. 

Verona “Interporto Quadrante Europa” has an
outstanding relevance in the European context:
its geographic location allows exploiting the 

potentialities of the further development of the 
TEN-T priority projects Berlin-Palermo (1) and
Lyon-Ukraine (6). Moreover it is situated within
an economic fabric which is characterised by
high-performances and a strong orientation to-
wards internationalisation; in particular with refe-
rence to the directions across the Alps. Among 
others, the analysis highlights some best practi-
ces in context of the further expansion of the
node. E.g. it refers to the positive and dynamic
involvement of private and public actors in the de-
velopment of the new intermodal terminal (Com-
pact Terminal).

“Interporto di Rovigo” is part of the main Italian
waterway system. It is characterised by the pre-
sence of three transport modes: road, rail and in-
land shipping. The inherent possibilities are wit-
nessed by recent developments, as those related
to the transport of meals and grain. 
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TRANSITECTS at the ”transport logistic 2011”

Midterm-conference TRANSITECTS: 
“Innovative logistic solutions for combined transport” 
The focus of the conference will be on accompanied and unaccompanied com-
bined transport services which should be implemented until end of 2012. Among
others, their positive ecological effects will be illustrated. Together with market
players and politicians we will discuss the attractiveness of developed concepts.
Venue: Hall A4, Room A41/42 | Date: 10 May 2011, 2–6 p.m.

Cross-project-forum:
“Greening the European Transport Network”
Representatives of four EU projects (TRANSITECTS, BATCo, SCANDRIA, So-
NorA) will discuss their specific approaches for environmentally friendly trans-
ports. Furthermore, synergies as well as common issues and demands that pave
the way to a more efficient, sustainable and greener European Transport Net-
work will be demonstrated.
Venue: Hall B3; TRANSITECTS Stand No. 313/416
Date: 11 May 2011, 4–5 p.m.

TRANSITECTS fair stand:
“Improving intermodal solutions for
transalpine freight traffic”
Venue: Hall B3, Stand 313/416
Date: 10–13 May 2011

The TRANSITECTS project

Content:
16 Partners from 4 countries develop and promote intermodal solutions for
transalpine freight traffic to offer reliable transport alternatives to the road.

Duration: 
July 2009 to June 2012

Budget: 
EUR 3.2 million, of which 76% EU funded (ERDF) 

Funding: 
TRANSITECTS is being carried out within the framework of the Alpine Space
Programme – European Territorial Cooperation 2007–2013 (INTERREG IV
B) and funded by the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) and na-
tional co-financing. It is contributing to European territorial cohesion and sup-
ports the strengthening of the Alpine area as a competitive region.

www.transitects.org

Developing a specific environmental model
To evaluate the impacts of the new train services
developed in TRANSITECTS from an environmen-
tal point of view, a specific environmental model
has been elaborated. The model that covers the
Alpine Space region combines the typical structure
of a traffic assignment model with dispersion model
techniques.

A basic task for the development of the environ-
mental model has been the definition, interpreta-
tion and standardisation of technical parameters
to dynamically evaluate each pilot project imple-
mented in TRANSITECTS. 

In this regard technical references such as existing
infrastructures or vehicles as well as the demand
framework, socio economic parameters or data
on the specific modal split, play an important role.
Different parameters and coefficients have been
tested, discussed with the project partners and fi-
nally integrated into the model. The respective
emission volumes are calculated for a single con-
tainer trip (Twenty-foot Equivalent Unit – TEU) for
carbon dioxide (CO2), nitrogen oxides (NOx) and
particulate matter (PM10) along selected routes.
The emission factors of the road transport are
based on Corinair-Copert 5 Programmes and the
HBEFA and take into account the respective
EURO-class split on the considered corridor(s). 

The model allows statements on the saving of
transport related emissions for the individual pilot
railway services. Input parameters needed for
these assumptions are mode type and routing of
the new train service in comparison to the road
service to be replaced. This includes departure,
arrival and intermediate stations and platforms
as well as the length of sections with electric- re-
spectively diesel-traction. 

The results for the different modes are then con-
fronted case by case and assess the specific im-
pact on the environment. So far, the following in-
termodal services have been evaluated in detail:

Accompanied Transport Service (RoLa) bet-
ween Trento and Landsberg/Lech (see also 
page 4)
Unaccompanied Transport Service Melzo – 
Ulm 
Intermodal Transhipment/Road Service Suez 
Channel-Trieste-Ulm respectively Suez Chan-
nel-Hamburg-Ulm

The methodology allows improving the know-how
on both, methodological aspects as well as cha-
racteristics of algorithms and parameters, to con-
sent the functionality of the environmental model-
ling tools.  

Contact

Paolo Angelini
Ministero dell’Ambiente, della 
Tutela del Territorio e del Mare
(Ministry of Environment, Sea and
Land Protection of Italy)
Via Cristoforo Colombo
00147 Rome | Italy
Tel.: +39 06 57228154
E-Mail: angelini.paolo
@minambiente.it

Matthias Wagner
Accademia Europea di Bolzano |
Instituto per lo Sviluppo Regionale
ed il Management del Territorio
(European Academy of Bolzano-
Bozen | Institute for Regional 
Development and Location 
Management)
Viale Druso 1
39100 Bolzano | Italy
Tel.: +39 0471 055322
E-Mail: matthias.wagner
@eurac.edu


